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Chapter 6: Our Country-India

Introduction to Our Country – India

Overview of India’s geographical

diversity and cultural richness

● India is a land of diverse geographical

features, from the towering Himalayas in

the north to the vast Thar Desert in the

west, and the lush forests of the Western

Ghats.

● It also has extensive river systems like the

Ganges and Brahmaputra, and a long

coastline along the Indian Ocean.

● Culturally, India is rich with a variety of

languages, religions, festivals, and

traditions, making it a vibrant and unique

country with a deep historical heritage.

Significance of India in the global

context

● India is significant globally due to its large

and rapidly growing economy, being one of

the world's leading producers of technology

and services.

● It plays a crucial role in international trade,

cultural exchange, and geopolitics, and is a

major player in addressing global issues

such as climate change and sustainable

development.

Locational Setting of India

Description of India’s position in the

northern hemisphere

● India is situated in the northern

hemisphere, lying entirely above the

equator. It spans from between latitudes
8°4'N and 37°6'N, and longitudes 68°7'E
and 97°25'E.

● This positioning gives India a diverse

climate, ranging from tropical in the south

to temperate and alpine in the northern

regions, particularly in the Himalayas.

Key latitudes and longitudes that

pass through India

● Key latitudes and longitudes passing

through India include the Tropic of Cancer

at 23.5°N, which divides the country into

almost equal halves.

● The Prime Meridian at 82.5°E is the

standard meridian for Indian Standard Time

(IST).

● These lines help in understanding India's

climatic zones and time zone coordination.

Explanation of the major physical

divisions: Himalayas, Northern

Plains, Desert, Plateau, Coastal

Plains, and Islands

1. Himalayas

● The Himalayas are a mountain range in

northern India, home to the world's highest

peaks, including Mount Everest.

● They act as a natural barrier, influencing the

climate by blocking cold winds from Central

Asia and providing water resources through

glaciers and rivers.

2. Northern Plains

● The Northern Plains, formed by the Indus,

Ganges, and Brahmaputra river systems, are

fertile and densely populated.

● These plains are crucial for agriculture,

supporting the cultivation of crops like

wheat, rice, and sugarcane.
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3. Desert

● The Thar Desert, also known as the Great

Indian Desert, is located in western India,

primarily in Rajasthan.

● It features arid conditions with sand dunes

and sparse vegetation, supporting unique

wildlife and cultural practices adapted to

desert life.

4. Plateau

● The Deccan Plateau covers most of

southern India, characterized by a flat,

elevated landscape rich in minerals.

● It is bounded by the Western and Eastern

Ghats and supports agriculture through

irrigation from major rivers like the

Godavari and Krishna.

5. Coastal Plains

● The Eastern and Western Coastal Plains run

along India’s eastern and western

coastlines, respectively.

● These plains are fertile regions supporting

agriculture, fishing, and ports that facilitate

trade.

6. Islands

● India’s major island groups include the

Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the Bay of

Bengal and the Lakshadweep Islands in the

Arabian Sea.

● These islands are known for their

biodiversity, tropical climates, and tourism

appeal.

The Himalayas: The Great Mountain

Range

Characteristics of the three ranges:

Greater Himalaya (Himadri), Middle

Himalaya (Himachal), and Shivaliks

1. Greater Himalaya (Himadri)

● The Greater Himalaya, or Himadri, is the

highest and most continuous range, home

to the tallest peaks like Mount Everest and

Kanchenjunga.

● It features permanent snow cover and

glaciers, acting as a major source of rivers

like the Ganges and Brahmaputra.

2. Middle Himalaya (Himachal)

● The Middle Himalaya, or Himachal, lies

south of the Greater Himalayas and includes

prominent ranges like the Pir Panjal and

Dhauladhar.

● It is characterized by fertile valleys, such as

the Kashmir and Kullu valleys, and has a mix

of forested areas and pastures.

3. Shivaliks

● The Shivaliks are the southernmost and

lowest range of the Himalayas, consisting of

foothills with an elevation of 900 to 1200

meters.

● This range has a lot of sediments and is

prone to erosion, featuring narrow valleys

known as 'Duns', like Dehradun and Kotli

Dun.

Importance of the Himalayas for

India’s climate and rivers

● The Himalayas are crucial for India's climate

as they block cold winds from Central Asia,

creating a warmer climate in northern India,
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and they influence monsoon patterns,

leading to significant rainfall.

● They are the source of major rivers like the

Ganges, Yamuna, and Brahmaputra, which

provide water for drinking, irrigation, and

hydroelectric power, supporting millions of

people and vast agricultural activities.

The Northern Plains and Their

Significance

Formation and features of the

Northern Plains

● The Northern Plains of India were formed

by the deposition of alluvial soil brought by

the Indus, Ganges, and Brahmaputra rivers

over millions of years.

● These plains are extremely fertile, making

them ideal for agriculture, and are densely

populated.

● They extend from the Punjab plains in the

west to the Assam plains in the east,

covering parts of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar

Pradesh, Bihar, West Bengal, and Assam.

● The plains are characterized by a flat

terrain, rich soil, and a network of perennial

rivers that support extensive farming and

sustain large populations.

Role of rivers like the Ganga,

Yamuna, and Brahmaputra in

creating fertile lands

● Rivers like the Ganga, Yamuna, and

Brahmaputra play a crucial role in creating

fertile lands by depositing nutrient-rich

alluvial soil during their annual floods.

● This alluvium enriches the soil, making it

highly productive for agriculture.

● The vast plains formed by these river

systems support extensive farming,

providing livelihoods for millions of people

and contributing significantly to India's food

security.

The Great Indian Desert

Description of the Thar Desert

● The Thar Desert, also known as the Great

Indian Desert, is located in western India,

primarily in Rajasthan.

● It features arid conditions with extensive

sand dunes, sparse vegetation, and is one of

the most densely populated deserts in the

world, supporting unique wildlife and

cultural practices adapted to desert life.

Climate and unique features of the

desert region

● The Thar Desert experiences an extreme

climate with very hot summers, where

temperatures can exceed 50°C, and cool

winters with temperatures occasionally

dropping below freezing.

● Rainfall is scarce, averaging less than 250

mm annually, leading to arid conditions and

sparse vegetation.

● Unique features include vast sand dunes,

salt flats, and the presence of hardy flora

and fauna adapted to survive in harsh, dry

environments.

The Coastal Plains of India

Comparison between the Western

Coastal Plains and Eastern Coastal

Plains

● The Western Coastal Plains, narrower than

their eastern counterparts, stretch from
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Gujarat to Kerala and feature significant

rivers forming estuaries.

● In contrast, the Eastern Coastal Plains,

extending from West Bengal to Tamil Nadu,

are broader and are characterized by large

deltas formed by rivers like the Ganges,

Mahanadi, Godavari, and Krishna.

● The Western Coastal Plains are divided into

the Konkan, Kannad, and Malabar coasts,

while the Eastern Coastal Plains are divided

into the Northern Circars and Coromandel

Coast.

Importance of coastal plains for

agriculture, trade, and tourism

● Coastal plains are vital for agriculture due to

their fertile soils, supporting crops like rice,

coconut, and cashew.

● They facilitate trade with numerous ports

handling significant cargo, such as Mumbai

and Chennai.

● Additionally, the scenic beaches and cultural

heritage sites attract tourists, boosting local

economies through tourism.

The Islands: Andaman, Nicobar, and

Lakshadweep

1. Andaman and Nicobar Islands

● Located in the Bay of Bengal, these islands

consist of over 500 islands, with only a few

inhabited.

● They are strategically important for India's

maritime security and serve as a hub for

biodiversity, attracting tourists for their

pristine beaches, coral reefs, and indigenous

cultures.

2. Lakshadweep Islands

● Situated in the Arabian Sea, Lakshadweep is

a group of 36 islands, known for their

beautiful coral atolls and lagoons.

● They are significant for India's fishing

industry, marine biodiversity conservation,

and tourism, offering water sports and

eco-tourism activities.

Rivers and Their Impact on India

Major rivers and their basins

1. Ganges River Basin

● The Ganges River originates from the

Gangotri Glacier in the Himalayas and flows

southeast through India and Bangladesh,

forming one of the largest and most fertile

river basins in the world.

● It supports a large population by providing

water for agriculture, industry, and daily

use.

2. Yamuna River Basin

● The Yamuna River, a major tributary of the

Ganges, starts from the Yamunotri Glacier

and flows through several states, including

Uttarakhand, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, and

Delhi.

● Its basin is crucial for irrigation, drinking

water, and industrial use, particularly in the

densely populated region of Delhi NCR.

3. Brahmaputra River Basin

● Originating in Tibet as the Yarlung Tsangpo,

the Brahmaputra flows through India

(Assam and Arunachal Pradesh) and

Bangladesh.

● Its basin is vital for agriculture, hydropower,

and maintaining biodiversity in the

northeastern regions of India.

4| P a g e | 9971704812, 8210735552, Email: atish@cbsebytes.com



ww
w.
cb
se
by
tes
.co
m

Atish's School Study Bites

Chapter 6: Our Country-India

4. Godavari River Basin

● The Godavari River, starting in the Western

Ghats, is the second longest river in India.

● It traverses through Maharashtra,

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and Odisha,

providing extensive irrigation, supporting

agriculture, and sustaining various

ecosystems along its course.

5. Krishna River Basin

● The Krishna River rises in the Western Ghats

near Mahabaleshwar and flows through

Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Andhra

Pradesh.

● Its basin supports agriculture and is a

significant source of irrigation and

hydroelectric power in the region.

Impact of rivers on agriculture,

industry, and daily life

● Rivers provide essential water for irrigation,

making vast agricultural activities possible

and ensuring food security in regions like

the Ganges and Brahmaputra basins.

● They also support industries by supplying

water for manufacturing processes and

hydroelectric power generation,

contributing to economic development.

● In daily life, rivers offer drinking water,

transportation, and sanitation, supporting

the livelihoods and health of millions of

people.

Political and Administrative

Divisions of India

Overview of India’s states and union

territories

● India consists of 28 states and 8 union

territories, each with its own unique

culture, language, and governance

structure.

● The states are governed by their own

elected governments, which handle local

administration, while union territories are

directly governed by the Central

Government, though some have their own

legislatures.

● Major states include Uttar Pradesh,

Maharashtra, and Tamil Nadu, known for

their large populations and economic

significance.

● Union territories like Delhi, Puducherry, and

Jammu & Kashmir have special status with

their own legislative assemblies.

● Each state and union territory contributes to

India's diverse cultural and geographical

landscape, playing a crucial role in the

country's overall development.

The basis of state formation and

their administrative importance

● India's states were primarily formed based

on linguistic and cultural similarities to

ensure better governance and

representation.

● This reorganization allows for more efficient

administration, as local governments can

address region-specific issues effectively.

● States have their own governments that

manage local affairs, contributing

significantly to India's federal structure and

ensuring balanced regional development.
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